Branch

Brook

A Unique Partner for Enhancing Your
Company’s Growth

Branch Brook is a strategic partnership that invests specifically in natural, organic and specialty products
companies. Beyond growth capital, Branch Brook’s vast experience in the natural products market, its array of
operating resources, and its unique access to distribution capabilities allow our partner companies to grow rapidly
and successfully.
Swander Pace is a leading private equity firm investing in companies that
integral to consumer’s lives. With over $1 billion of assets under management, Swander
Pace maintains offices in California, New Jersey and Ontario, Canada. The firm has a
20-year track record of success with over 45 companies.
Jefferson is a private equity firm that invests in growth financings, management buyouts
and recapitalizations. Located in Richmond, VA, Jefferson Capital has over $100 million of
assets under management.

United Natural Foods Inc. is the leading national distributor of natural,organic and specialty
products, nutritional supplements, personal care items and perishable foods.

Branch Brook Partnership Philosophy:
We believe Branch Brook offers natural products companies the best of both worlds: a focused support team with
vast experience in the natural products market, together with access to an array of resources available to
UNFI’s top brands and Swander Pace portfolio companies. We view our role as complementing the existing team
to fuel growth, while preserving the passion, brand values and company culture that have made the business
successful.
Our partnership with UNFI is a tremendous resource to our companies, offering access to distribution and vast
sales and marketing expertise. However, Branch Brook companies are not limited to UNFI’s reach, utilizing
additional sales channels and distribution vehicles as well.

Branch Brook Current Investments:
Reliance is the maker of PlantFusion, a top
brand of plant-based protein and meal
replacement powders and beverages in the
natural and e-commerce channels, and a
leading manufacturer of vitamin, mineral and
supplement products, serving the private
label and contract manufacturing markets.

J.R. Watkins develops and markets natural
personal and home care products sold through
leading retailers across North America.

Oregon Ice Cream is the leading producer of
organic frozen dessert brands in the United
States. Its Alden’s and Julie’s Organic brands
can be found in supermarkets and natural
foods stores.

Past Investments:

Additional Background - Swander Pace

Kicking Horse Coffee is the #1 organic and
fair-trade coffee brand in Canada, and
one of the fastest growing natural and
organic coffee brands in the US.

In addition to our current investments, our team has helped to grow a
number of companies in the natural foods, nutritional supplement, pet
food, health and beauty aid and household product markets. We also
bring a proven playbook and the necessary hands-on operating
experience in professionalizing organizations and capturing a
brand’s potential. Our companies use these learnings to grow faster
and to avoid many of the pitfalls that frequently arise as businesses
face the challenges of rapid expansion.
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